
   

 

challenges if we become a Confer-
ence (region) inclusive of five 
states! 
The Annual Conference session is 
not the only significant change 
swirling around us. Changes are 
occurring in our very midst. On 
Thursday, May 17th from 6:00-7:00 
pm, we will have a Church Confer-
ence (meeting of the membership of 
the local church) to approve the re-
financing of our mortgage with the 
United Methodist Foundation. De-
tails of this plan are available from 
our Finance Team. 
During this Church Conference, we 
will also vote on the dissolution of 
our Covenant with the Iglesia de 
Jesu Christo congregation who 
have outgrown our facility and are 
seeking a worship space of their 
own. They have had plans to vacate 
our building late this summer or 
early fall, but their lease agreement 
expires at the end of July. (cont. 2) 
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I was glad when they said to me, 
    “Let us go to the house of 
the Lord!” (Psalm 122:1) 
Annual Conference (meeting) each 
year is a ‘mountain top’ conference 
of all the churches in our region 
(including Colorado, Utah and 2/3 
of Wyoming). Each local church is 
represented by its appointed cler-
gy and as many laity as clergy – so 
that in all voting matters equal 
voices of lay and clergy are  
counted. 
During this year’s Annual Confer-
ence session (meeting), a historic 
vote will be taken to determine 
whether or not Rocky Mountain 
and Yellowstone (1/3 of Wyoming, 
Montana, and 4 churches in Idaho) 
Annual Conferences (regions), will 
merge to create a brand new Epis-
copal Area to be called the Moun-
tain Sky Conference (region). 
This move will most likely create 
new opportunities as well as new 
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Dennis Fase              2nd 

Gene Bourque          5th 

Dianna Hoag            10th 

Kurt Goree             12th 

Marge Lepper           16th 

Kaleb Dike (Sanford)16th                              

Jessie Huth              16th 

Selwyn Knap             23rd 

Detia Preston            25th      

Jane Schatz                28th 



 

 

Our long-standing relationship with Iglesia has blessed both congrega-
tions and the community as well. Rather than calling a second Church 
Conference meeting, it seems wise to handle both matters now. 
We have much to celebrate in May: 
Mother’s Day 
Church Conference 
Recognizing Graduates 
Receiving New Members 
Memorial Day weekend…we have so many days and ways to celebrate through the month of  May! 
Our sermon series for the month is all about the plans we make for our summer travel. It will fo-
cus on the journeys of  Paul. And it will give you a chance to participate. On a world map in the 
narthex, you are invited to take a postcard and, as you travel, send us word of  your adventures, 
God sightings, and ways you discover to enhance your faith on the road – just like Paul did. 
If  you don’t have travel plans, consider the volunteer opportunities at church this summer with Va-
cation Bible School or other projects around the church that always need some TLC. And remem-
ber, that your church home just isn’t the same when you’re not here. Please be faithful in your dis-
cipleship and join us for worship whenever you are in town. Share with us your joys and celebra-
tions so we can lift your gladness up with our praises.  
Your Servant in Christ, 
Pastor Kerry 

Inspire (cont.) 

UMW Reading Program 

I hope you are enjoying the new books that we purchased for our Reading Program.  Of  course, 
any titles from the 2014-2018 Reading Program catalogs will be counted towards your total for 
2018.  I want to remind you that each book must be from one of  the categories, depending on 
which Plan you chose. For example, for Plan I you need to read one book from each of  the five 
categories:  Education for Mission, Leadership Development, Nurturing for Community, Social 
Action and Spiritual Growth. Be sure to get a new reporting sheet to keep tract of  the books you 
read. If  there is a book from an earlier year that you didn’t get a chance to read, remember that 
our books are donated to our Church Library when we are finished with them, so you can still 
read it, but it won’t count towards your yearly Plan for this year. 

One of  the new books on our shelves has a topic that concerns us all today, “Detained and De-
ported-Stories of  Immigrant Families Under Fire”. Written by journalist Margaret Regan, it draws 
on her years of  reporting in the Arizona-Mexico borderlands. She tells the poignant stories of  the 
people caught up in the immigration dragnet:  undocumented immigrants who are detained and 
languishing in detention centers for months or even years, or those deported and sent to violent 
nations. You can find this book in the Nurturing for Community section, with a green sticker, on 
our Reading Program shelves.   

There are also copies of  “Response Magazine” and “New World Outlook” on our shelves, which 
are required reading for our program. Be sure to pick up a new Reading Program Reporting Sheet 
to record the books you read in 2018.  

If  you have any questions, please contact Sherri 
Graffenberger. 

United Methodist Women 

UMW will meet May 5th at 9 am 



   

 

 

 

Do you want to be a part of something bigger than yourself? Do you want to love on people like 

Jesus did? As Christians, we are called to do just that! Please join our monthly meetings, held the 

3rd Sunday of each month. The meetings are at 11:30 AM in the social hall. 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER: 

May 16 Community Food Share 1-3PM Wednesday 

May 19 Sister Carmen Thrift Store 9-11AM Saturday 

June 9  Summer Kick-off at Waneka Lake with the Boulder Big Band from 1:00-4:00PM, Satur-

day 

July 14 Serve Lunch at The Crossing (affiliate of Denver Rescue Mission). A rewarding experi-

ence to be sure! 8 spots reserved. Sign up sheet will be available in June. 

August 12 4:00PM-12:00AM Relay for Life at Waneka Lake. PLEASE WALK WITH US in 

honor or memory of someone you know that was affected by cancer.  

(We will have an hourly sign-up sheet.) 

 

Christ in the Caribbean 

BUMMP (Boulder United Methodist Mission Partners) is planning a trip to Haiti in March, 

2019. The mission focus is to help bring clean water to Haiti. If interested in learning more, 

please see Kathy Sanford or the Church office. 

Missions & Outreach  

 

 

Life Line Screening will be here at FUMC of  Lafayette on Friday, June 8th, 2018.  

Register today for your Life Line Screening! Screenings include: 

• Carotid Artery/Plaque Screening 

• Heart Rhythm Screening (Atrial Fibrillation) 

• Abdominal Aortic Aneurysm Screening 

• Peripheral Arterial Disease Screening 

• Osteoporosis Risk Assessment 

All 5 Screenings for $139 

Three ways to register:  

Call toll-free: 1-866-229-0469 

Online: www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle 

Text: the word circle to 797979 

Life Line Screenings 



 

 

In May, JOY Circle will finish the video 

from The Teaching Company and the 

study of  “Jesus and the Gospels”, taught by Professor Luke Timothy Johnson of  Emory 

University. We will discuss the devotional questions and share refreshments each Thurs-

day at ten o’clock in the Social Hall. Beginning on May 24, weather permitting, we will be 

moving to Waneka Park for the summer.   

We will start with a Brunch Potluck and begin our study of  the book “50 Women Every 

Christian Should Know” by Michelle DeRusha. Through history, countless women have 

boldly stepped out in faith and courage, leaving their indelible mark on those around them 

and on the Kingdom of  God.  Michelle DeRusha brings into focus 50 incredible women –

from Catherine of  Siena to Susanna Westley; Harriet Tubman and Corrie ten Boom. She 

will bring the lives of  these admirable women to life with engaging stories as a reminder 

that we are not alone- the battles we face today are not new and God is always with us dur-

ing the struggle. 

We invite anyone interested in this study to join us.  If  you have any questions, please see 

Sherri Graffenberger or any of  our members. 

Joy Circle  

 

Members of  Dorcas Circle will meet on Thursday, May 17 at 1:00.  

Lynette Sipe will present the program and Vada Brock is the hostess.  

We’re a friendly group and welcome you to join us! 

Dorcas Circle  

 

Did you know that our church has a library?   

It is tucked into the south-east corner of  Griffith Hall, just as you come through the 

doors.  There are some great books on those shelves for you to enjoy. There are books to enrich 

your spiritual life, Christian novels, history of  the United Methodist Church (our Lafayette 

church, too), the relationship between United Methodist and Native people, the importance of  

wellness in body and spirit, environment issues, and how to explore intellectual and spiritual lead-

ership. For example, there is a book that I read titled “Enrique’s Journey” by Sonia Nazario, 

that I really enjoyed reading. This astonishing true story recounts the unforgettable journey of  a 

Honduran boy who braves hardship and peril to find his mother in North Carolina. With gritty 

determination and a deep longing to be with his mother, Enrique travels through hostile un-

known lands. “Enrique’s Journey” is the timeless story of  families torn apart, wanting to be to-

gether again, and a boy who will risk his life to be with his mother again. 

 

This is only one of  the interesting books in our library, I hope you will check it out! 

Church Library  



   

 

April 2018 figures 

General               

 Unpledged                 $7,219.25 

 Pledged Income         $13,626 

            Total:               $20,845 

Capital 

 Pledged    $195 

            Mortgage princ.           $1027 

            Total:                           $1,370 

 

 

According to our General Board of  Church and Society and the UMC Social Principals -  

162.V Right to Health Care - "Health care is a basic human right.  Providing the care needed to 

maintain health, prevent disease, and restore health after injury or illness is a responsibility each 

person owes others and government owes to all, a responsibility government ignores at its peril."   

 

We are offering the following program "Fix It" on Saturday, May 19 from 1 to 3 pm. 

 

Walk, Pray, Meditate: 

You know you need to do it.  Join our pastor and parish nurse on Tuesday evenings to walk, pray, 

meditate. We will meet at the church at 6pm to receive suggestions for prayer/meditation while 

you walk. We will walk up to and around Waneka Lake.   

 

Can't walk that far?  You can meet us at the boathouse or stay and walk around the church or in 

our butterfly garden.  

Health Ministry  

 
Funding of  the Ministry  

 

Six-week Adult Bible Study, Revival: Faith As Wesley 
Lived It by Adam Hamilton will begin April 15th during 

Sunday School. 

You can order the book on Amazon, or for your e-reader, 
for around $15. 

There will be no bible study on Mother’s Day.     

 

Adult Bible Study 



 

 

How does this affect your life?  Did you give 

your child or grandchild chocolate for Easter?  Have you enjoyed a piece of  chocolate recently? If  

you did either of  these things, you have contributed to child slavery!   

If  you are like most people, you have no idea where most chocolate originates. Ivory Coast leads 

the world in the production and export of  the cocoa beans used in the manufacture of  chocolate, 

supplying 33% of  cocoa produced in the world.  West Africa collectively supplies two thirds of  

the worlds cocoa crop. The crop is grown in Ivory Coast mostly by smallholder farmers planting 

on 1-3 hectares. Cocoa is a shade-loving tree native to the understory of  rainsforests. Children 

younger than 11-some as young as 5- work from 6 am to evening in West Africa at farms connect-

ed to Nestle, Hershey, Mars, Kraft, ADM Cocoa, Godiva, and Fowler’s Chocolate to pro-

duce your favorite chocolates including Reese’s, KitKat, M&M’s, Milky Way and Butterfinger. 

The pods containing the beans are harvested when a sufficient number are ripe, opened (by using 

a machete) to separate the seeds and pulp from the outer rind, and the seeds and pulp are usually 

allowed to ferment somewhere on the farm, before are dried in a central location. The dried seeds 

are purchased by a traitant or buyer who travels among the villages in an area to weigh, purchase 

and collect the crop. The traitant takes the crop to a warehouse in a major city and exporters pur-

chase and then export from Ivory Coast.    

There were class action lawsuits brought in California that accused Nestle, Hershey, and Mars of  

turning a blind eye to human rights abuses by cocoa suppliers in West Africa while falsely portray-

ing themselves as socially and ethically responsible tied up routinely beaten.  The shocking 2000 

documentary titled “Slavery: A Global Investigation” exposes the chocolate industry’s deep, 

dark connection to cocoa harvested by child slaves. The guardians of  19 children freed from slav-

ery by the Ivorian authorities told the makers how they worked dawn to dusk each day, locked in a 

shed at night where they were given a tin cup in which to urinate, stripped naked, tied up and rou-

tinely beaten.  Also, how thousands of  children were being purchased from their parents come 

from countries such as Mali, Burkina Faso, and Togo for a pittance, or sometimes outright stolen, 

then shipped to Ivory Coast, where they are enslaved on cocoa farms. 

So, what can we do?  TAKE ACTION! Don’t buy chocolate from any of  the top chocolate com-

panies listed above.  When you do buy chocolate, buy only chocolate that is 100% certified and 

sustainable ethically produced cocoa.  There lots of  chocolate companies that are certified ethical 

and they place this information on their packaging.  Often the packages will state “certified slave 

free” or “100% certified ethical”. There are many brands that are “certified 100% ethically pro-

duced” and many are in our local stores including Wal-Mart, King Soopers, Natural Grocers and 

Sprouts. Our Mission & Outreach Committee will have, for your convenience, some of  these 

chocolate brands (mostly candy bars) for sale on May 6th and May 13, Mother’s Day, for you to 

purchase at the same price that they sell for in these local stores.  Be sure to check them out, Mom 

will enjoy it!  

If  you have any questions or want more ideas of  things you can do to TAKE ACTION, see 

Sherri Graffenberger or any of  our Mission & Outreach members. 

Did Someone Say Chocolate? 



   

 

Breaking Bad (Habits) Series  

April—May 2018 

Leonard Sweet’s book, The Bad Habits of Jesus (2016)  

Wk# Date Text Title 

1 April 8 John 11:1-5 Jesus Procrastinated 

2 April 15 John 4:1-30, 39-42 Jesus Ran with the Wrong Crowd 

3 April 22 Mark 6:30-44 Jesus Was Wasteful 

4 April 29 Mark 10: 17-31 Jesus Was Offensive 

5 May 6 John 2:1-2, 6-12 Jesus Loved a Party 

6 May 13 John 8:1-11 Jesus Hung Out with Women & Kids 

7 May 20 Mark 2:1-12 Jesus Was Confusing 

8 May 27 Matthew 12:1-14 Jesus Broke Rules 



 

 


